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Opinion

In the aftermath of Tuesday’s pri-
mary election in Oregon, we asked our
Rapid Responders this question:

“Now that Kate Brown-D and Bud
Pierce-R are the two main candidates
for Oregon governor, what issues
should they focus on in their cam-
paigns?”

What they said

Both candidates say they will sup-
port businesses, create more jobs,
ensure better schools, stop wasteful
spending, etc., while doing so in a more
honest and transparent way than their
predecessors.

How about focusing on at least one
unique idea for Oregon and explaining
exactly how he or she plans to accom-
plish it? 

— Patt Wilson, Keizer 

Economic security is the greatest
fundamental problem that so many of
us face. Many feel left behind, scared
and ignored. Solving this problem
solves many derivative ones. If I had
the answer, I’d run for governor. 

— Erin Cramer, Stayton 

Get serious about getting Oregon
ready for “The Big One.” (If you’ve
been asleep, that will be a major earth-
quake on the Cascadia Fault Zone.) 

— Chet Zenone, Salem

Focus on private-sector jobs at all
income levels, but especially entry-
level jobs. State government can help
most by getting out of the way and
making it easier to hire people and run
businesses in Oregon.

Oregon is rich in natural resources.
Let’s responsibly use those resources
to create jobs.

Control state government expenses,
especially PERS benefits, which bur-
den all levels of government 

— Richard Pine, Salem 

Funding education, from pre-K to
post-high, balancing taxes — sales tax,
change in business tax — unemploy-
ment across the state, homelessness/
housing issues are key issues in cities
throughout the state.

They need to remember they repre-
sent ALL of Oregon, not just Portland,
Salem and Eugene. 

— Emily Duerfeldt, McMinnville 

I would like to see the two have the
courage to challenge each other to
present their “Three Point Plan” for
addressing five major issues facing
Oregonians: a new bridge for I-5 traf-
fic, placing more emphasis on voca-
tional education, placing a bridle on
PERS, explaining how they will hold
appointees to measurable results and
ethical conduct, and proving they un-
derstand rural and coastal issues.

— G. Mick McLean, Lincoln City

The candidates should focus on the
efficient use of land that will protect
our farm and forestland, reduce our
infrastructure liabilities, improve the
financial health of our cities, reduce
our pollution and save people money.

Then they could work on fighting
homelessness, family breakdown and
economic opportunities. 

Finally, they should work on govern-
ment transparency and efficiency. 

— Mike De Blasi, Keizer 

Focusing on income inequality
would be responsive to national con-
cerns. The side effects of lopsided
distribution locally impact tax support
for transportation, for salaries that
would attract the best and brightest to
education, for public safety and for
families to have quick and consistent

access to mental health treatment, thus
affecting homelessness. 

— Anita Blanchard, Salem

Only one issue matters. The Econo-
my. In particular we need to have abun-
dant well-paying jobs for our citizens.
We can facilitate this by reducing all
government mandates, regulations,
judicial law making rulings, etc. Let
business engage in business.

We have bigger issues to deal with
as a state than bathroom laws. 

— Dwight Courtney, Salem

Support for working families and
economic development. Successful
implementation of the minimum wage
increases, sick leave and other family
friendly legislation, and attracting high
wage jobs and supporting union orga-
nizing. Historically, high rates of
unionization correlate with higher
standards of living for all. Decreasing
structural inequality and discrimi-
nation. 

— Paul Krissel, Salem

How to better serve the people and
not serve government. Less intrusion
in people’s lives. Less entitlement to
special interests. Better use of taxpay-
ers’ money. 

— Tony Weaver, Woodburn 

What should Brown, Pierce focus on? 
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For the past school year, I have spent
an hour every Friday at a Salem ele-
mentary school reading to two students

as a SMART vol-
unteer. 

When I was
asked to volunteer
for Start Marking
A Reader Today, I
was worried —
worried I didn’t
have the time to
commit to volun-
teering and appre-
hensive I wouldn’t

teach the students well enough.
On the first day, my jitters melted

away and it became a simple task. I
showed up, I smiled and I read. 

The first thing the girl I worked with
said to me was, “You have freckles just
like me!” I responded, “ You have
freckles just like me!”

Each week we’d catch up on how her
pets were doing and whether her older
brother was still giving her a hard time,
as mine did. Then we’d pick a couple of
books to read. We both loved dog books. 

We worked a lot on sounding out the
words. She was great at guessing what
the next word might be based on con-
text and pictures, but over the past few
months she grew as a reader and not a
guesser.

On the first day with the second
student, he grabbed an advanced book
for his age and speeded through it as if
he’d read it a thousand times. He reads
with great ease. When I told him that,
he said, “I know.” 

He was a big fan of Star Wars and
superheroes. And SpongeBob, of
course.

He loved when I read in funny
voices — the biggest challenge was
imitating Batman — and he began
asked me to read to him more and
more.

For him, it wasn’t about the act of
reading. It was about making sure he
had access to the resources and support

he needed to develop as a reader. And it
was about knowing someone cared.

One day he just turned to me and
said, “Did you know I’m autistic?”

He can read better than most his
age, but that doesn’t mean he always
has the chance. 

The lessons I’ve learned from my
SMART experiences are these:

1. It’s OK to make mistakes
By allowing the readers to be com-

fortable trying, even if that means
making mistakes, they learn more and
grow in confidence and trust. 

2. This is not a college literature
class

I have to keep in mind that I am not

there to discuss the literary elements of
a remarkable story. I am there to help a
young student learn and appreciate
reading, the same way my parents and
teachers patiently helped me when I
was growing up.

If a student doesn’t get a word right,
or doesn’t remember something from
the week before, that doesn’t mean he
or she isn’t learning. It means the stu-
dent still is grappling with the concept
and perhaps I need to find another way
to help him or her so it solidifies .

3. Reading is not easy for all
Although reading comes easily to

some, it is easy to forget that isn’t true
for everyone. 

We need to make sure everyone can

read. Adjust to the skill and speed of
the reader and figure out what he or
she needs.

4. Rely on each other
On the days I was tired, upset or

extremely busy, I needed to let all that
go and show up at school anyway.

The best way to do that? Be in the
moment with the kids and rely on each
other. Laugh at their jokes, read in
ridiculous voices and smile.

Never forget to smile.

5. Sometimes we just need to talk
about bunnies

When you see a student struggling,
pushing through isn’t always the an-
swer. We don’t want to push students so
far they never want to read again.

Taking time to cool down and reset
can be the best solution. 

When my freckled buddy didn’t want
to read, we looked at the pictures and
created our own story line, or we talked
about her pet bunny.

What is important is that you are
there.

Natalie Pate is education reporter
for the Statesman Journal. Contact
Natalie at npate@Statesman
Journal.com , (503) 399-6745, or follow
her on Twitter @Nataliempate , on
Facebook at Facebook.com/nataliepate
journalist or on the Web at
nataliepate.com
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Natalie Pate, right, reads a book about frogs with Ella, a student participating in SMART.

ABOUT SMART
SMART Oregon “helps children become confi-
dent, enthusiastic readers through shared
reading and books to keep.”
The organization has 267 programs statewide,
355 site coordinators, 4,624 volunteers and
114,750 books given away this year to the
10,101 children it serves. 

HOW TO VOLUNTEER
Go to getsmartoregon.org/get-involved or call
503-391-8423.

WASHINGTON - The mere possibili-
ty of a Donald Trump presidency — gold-
plated faucets in the house first occupied
by John and Abigail Adams — will per-

haps have a salu-
tary effect.

It might demys-
tify an office that
has become now
swollen with inap-
propriate powers
and swaddled in a
pretentiousness
discordant with a
republic’s ethic of
simplicity. This

wholesome retreat from presidential
grandiosity would be advanced if on Jan.
20, 2017, the 45th president delivered the
following inaugural address:

My fellow Americans, brevity is not
only the soul of wit and the essence of lin-
gerie, it is, on occasions such as this, po-
lite. You who are arrayed in front of me,
losing the feeling in your feet as you
stand on the frozen Mall, should be
spared a long soliloquy by someone who,

as a presidential candidate, inflicted on
you an excruciating amount of talk.

Besides, you have hired me only to ad-
minister one of our three branches of
government, and only for four years.
Years ago, Dallas Cowboy Duane Thom-
as said this about another recurring ex-
travaganza, the Super Bowl: “If it’s the
ultimate game, how come they’re play-
ing it again next year?” I may ask Mr.
Thomas to be my press secretary, if I de-
cide to have one.

I probably will not have one because I
hope weeks will pass without having to
bother you with reminders of my exis-
tence. Weeks during which there will be
nothing much of importance to hear
from or about me as I go about the hum-
drum business of seeing that the laws en-
acted here on Capitol Hill are faithfully
executed.

In the next four years, beloved enter-
tainers will die, local law enforcement
disputes will occur, March Madness will
come and go — and I will have nothing to
say about any of these things because
they are unrelated to my duties, which do

not include serving as national pastor-
cum-pundit. 

As is traditional, at the conclusion of
these remarks I shall eat lunch in the
Capitol with Congress. But before doing
this, I shall pay a tribute to Congress,
which the Constitution’s Article I estab-
lishes as the first branch of government.
My tribute will be to delay joining its
members for the 10 minutes or so it will
take to sign a stack of executive orders
nullifying most executive orders issued
by my predecessor. 

This will be enough business for Day
One of my first 100 days. And I promise
you this: On the 100th day of my admini-
stration, America will be ... pretty much
indistinguishable from what it is today.
Would you, my over-excited country-
men, really want it any other way? Would
you really want to live in a nation that can
be substantially changed in a matter of a
few months by a hyperactive govern-
ment?

For efficiency, and to minimize un-
necessary folderol, I am going to take a
minute right now to deliver my first and

last State of the Union address. It is this
one sentence: Things are much better
than they once were — slavery? gone;
the Oregon Trail? replaced by the Inter-
state Highway System — but things
could be better.

There. Wasn’t that less disagreeable
than the annual midwinter prime-time
pep rally that presidents stage because
of the Constitution’s blurry mandate that
the president “shall from time to time
give to the Congress information” about
the country’s condition? How quaint. As
though Congress is interested in infor-
mation.

If you want the United States to be
Puerto Rico writ large — or, even worse,
Illinois — just stay the course you are on.
In words Lincoln spoke at his first inau-
guration, the nation’s fate is “in your
hands, my dissatisfied fellow country-
men, and not in mine.”

George Will is a columnist for The
Washington Post, 1301 K St. NW, Wash-
ington, DC 20071. Send email to george
will@washpost.com.
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