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tan, Iran, Iraq, and Somalia.
Organizations like Catholic Charities

Oregon coordinated efforts to obtain
needed materials, homes, job and lan-
guage support and more for the future
Salem residents. 

In 1951 the United Nation’s Refugee
Convention defined a refugee as some-
one who “owing to a well-founded fear of
being persecuted for reasons of race, re-
ligion, nationality, membership of a par-
ticular social group or political opinion,
is outside the country of his nationality, 

J
oel Nzabakiza describes his
childhood as a “sad story.”

When he was 7, his father
was stabbed to death in front
of his family. 

Fleeing for safety, Nzaba-
kiza’s mother led his family,
including his five brothers,

to a nearby forest where they hid for a
week until they were able to return to
their destroyed home.

After years of running from the reli-
gious conflict in central Africa, Nzabaki-
za and his family lived in refugee camps
for seven years, though they had to fre-
quently live in camps apart from one an-
other.

One day, they were given the news
they’d been hoping for — they were able
to resettle in the United States as refu-
gees. 

Arriving in Salem in April of 2015, ev-
erything was different. 

“We came; we didn’t know anything,”
said Nzabakiza, now 19.

About 60 people like Nzabakiza and
his family have moved to Salem since
January.

These refugees are in addition to the
more than 1,300 who came to Oregon in
2015 primarily from Cuba, Burma, Bhu-
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Joel Nzabakiza, 19, came to Salem as a refugee in April 2015 due to the conflict in his home country of Democratic Republic of Congo. His mother and five
brothers resettled in the states as well, and now live with relatives in Texas. Joel stayed in Salem to earn his diploma from McKay High School.

Fleeing violence, 19-year-old adjusts to Salem life 
Coming to America

News of refugees coming to the United States and parts of
Europe this year was met with resistance from many. This
ongoing series will address those concerns and discuss the
different ways and reasons people come to the United States.

All of the Coming to America stories, photographs and other
resources can be found at www.StatesmanJournal.com. 

Refugee growth in Oregon

According to the Oregon Department of Human Services,
more than 64,000 refugees have resettled in Oregon since
1975. Most of these refugees initially settle in the greater
Portland metro area. 

Currently, the most common refugee groups arriving in
Oregon are from, Cuba, Burma, Bhutan, Iran, Iraq, and
Somalia.

Save the Date

On Sunday, June 19 at 4 p.m., the Peace Plaza and the Salem
chapter of the United Nations Association will welcome
refugees to the area. 

There will be a celebration of the local Refugee Resettlement
Program on the eve of World Refugee Day,atPeace Plaza, 555
Liberty Street SE, between the library and City Hall. 

Organizers said the event will have thought-provoking
presentations, music, and conversation. The event is free and
open to the public.

For more information, contact Paul Wilson at
oneness.pw@gmail.com.
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See REFUGEES, Page 11A

Resettling
refugees
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Joel Nzabakiza speaks during the Salem
Refugee Resettlement Forum in the Loucks
Auditorium at the Salem Public Library.

Listen. Can you hear it?
The buzz is still in the

air from the inaugural
Mid-Valley Sports
Awards.

Based on what parents,
coaches, athletes and sponsors have
been telling us, the event was a smashing
success.

More than 600 people, including 80-
some student athletes, attended the June
7 celebration of local high school sports

at Salem Convention Center.
Jerry Rice brought down the house,

with an assist from Joey Harrington, and
I had a front row seat as emcee.

Jerry was personable and charismat-
ic, making each athlete feel special, deli-
vering a peck on the cheek to the girls
and a bro hug to the guys. Joey was the
perfect sidekick with his quick wit and
sense of humor. The two of them demon-
strated as much chemistry on stage as
any receiver and quarterback on the
football field.

We’ve gathered video clips of 10 mem-
orable moments on stage (See this col-

umn at StatesmanJournal.com).
The tone was set when I introduced

Jerry, and then Joey, and they did a chest
bump in the middle of the stage. It was
playful and unscripted, and it was a sig-
nal to the audience that it would be any-
thing but a stuffy awards show.

They were truly engaged. After South
Salem High School’s Gabe Matthews was
announced as the football athlete of the
year, along with some of his stats and the
fact that he plans to play baseball at the
University of Oregon, Joey called time-

Memorable moments at sports event

See AWARDS, Page 2A
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Joey Harrington compares the height of Jerry
Rice against South Salem’s Evina Westbrook.

64° HIGH 47° LOW
Afternoon shower. Full report, 13A

Orlando gunman’s wife feared he was plotting 
an attack, official says, Page 1B
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