
#MeToo
“Never let somebody 
else take control of 
your body. It is yours. 
PERIOD.”

LEXI LIMER

“People should know 
that various degrees 
of assault can happen. 
I want people to know 
even if you’re in a 
relationship, you can 
be at risk.”

JESSIA 
HAYES

“All of this is about 
power. I hope the 
number of women 
speaking out 
will change the 
conversation once and 
for all.”

GOV. 
KATE 

BROWN

For Lexi Limer, it seemed normal for boyfriends to
force themselves on her.

She wrote, #MeToo.
One of Jessica Hayes’ attackers reached for her gen-

itals so hard he tore her clothes. 
She wrote, #MeToo.
These Salem women joined millions online in the inter-

national #MeToo conversation about sexual assault and
harassment.

Salem participants want survivors to feel a sense of
healing and empowerment, for assailants to be held ac-

countable and for policies to create real change.
The two simple words reverberate for women and men

who have experienced everything from an inappropriate
joke or an unwarranted touch, to stalking or rape. 

In Salem, there were 38 reported cases of rape in 2016,
according to FBI data. The same year, domestic violence
programs received more than 1,100 calls about sexual as-
sault in Marion and Polk counties.

Since 2013, 778 complaints of sexual harassment have
been filed with the Oregon Bureau of Labor and Industry.

The hashtag call-to-action exploded Sunday after ac-

1.36 million
The number of tweets referencing #MeToo grew rapidly across the country this week. This is the accumulated number 

of tweets that used the hashtag from Sunday at 1 p.m. through Thursday at 1 p.m. 
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See #METOO, Page 3A
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Salem calls for healing and empowerment
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After walking through the door of a
home in Oregon, federal immigration of-
ficers acknowledged they didn’t have a
warrant. Still, they refused to heed re-
quests to leave until they arrested a man
who was inside and had been helping re-
model the house.

The incident Thursday in a Portland

suburb was caught on camera by the
man’s co-worker and generated an out-
cry in the Latino community.

Oregon’s two U.S. senators de-
nounced the agents’ actions. Rep. Diego
Hernandez, a Democrat representing

Portland in the Oregon House of Repre-
sentatives, tweeted: “They had no war-
rant, ICE is out of line.”

The man, identified by the senators as
Carlos Bolanos, was released after the
video was posted on Facebook. ICE is re-

viewing its officers’ actions and has re-
ferred the incident to its Office of Pro-
fessional Responsibility and to the in-
spector general of ICE’s parent organi-
zation, the Department of Homeland
Security, ICE spokeswoman Yasmeen
Pitts O’Keefe said in an email.

The video shows significant wrongdo-
ing by the federal officers, said Mat Dos 

ICE arrest without warrant investigated
ANDREW SELSKY
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See ICE, Page 3A

Man was working in a home in Portland;
immigration refused requests to leave

60 HIGH56 LOW
Windy with some heavy rain. Full report, 6C

TODAY’S WEATHER
Pollution is the largest environmental cause of disease and
premature death in the world, says a global study. 1B
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A Keizer man convicted of murdering
his mother and attempting to kill his fa-
ther as a teenager filed a civil suit claim-
ing his life sentence in prison is unconsti-
tutional. 

“My sentence is cruel and unusual,”
Brett Pearson wrote in a post-conviction
petition filed in Marion County. 

He also claimed his attorney failed to
argue that his sentence was unconstitu-

tional. If he had, Pearson said, he
would’ve been sentenced as a juvenile
and might be serving a shorter sentence. 

Pearson and his best friend, Robert
Daniel Miller II, were both 17 when they
conspired to kill Pearson’s parents. 

According to court records, the
friends were using methamphetamine
and had been planning the murders for
weeks.

Investigators said they were high on
meth when Miller shot Wilfred “Bill”
Pearson multiple times while he slept.

court records, Pearson promised to pay
Miller in exchange for killing his par-
ents. 

Despite being minors, Pearson and
Miller were charged with Measure 11 of-
fenses, requiring them to be tried as
adults. 

Prosecutors described Pearson, then
a student at the Downtown Learning
Center in Salem, as a remorseless, mas-
ter manipulator who convinced Miller to 

Michelle Pearson was shot in her torso.
Brett Pearson fired at least two more
shots at his father and grabbed his moth-
er’s purse before fleeing the home with
Miller. 

His father survived. His mother
didn’t. 

Keizer police arrested Pearson less
than an hour after responding to a 911
call at the Pearsons’ Keizer home. Miller
was later arrested at a Salem Motel 6.

The pair had planned to sell posses-
sions and move to Mexico. According to

Teen killer: Life sentence unconstitutional
WHITNEY WOODWORTH
STATESMAN JOURNAL

See LAWSUIT, Page 3A


