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1 in 4 8% 59% 971
children 

in Oregon live 
in poverty

Increase in homeless 
students in Oregon 
from 2014 to 2015

Salem-Keizer 
students currently 
living in poverty

Salem-Keizer 
students who 
are currently 

homeless

Salem-
Keizer
2.39%
971

Melody likes to wear her turquoise flip-flops,
complete with matching sunflowers on top, to
school. 

But when the corners of the dyed, leather-like
straps rub on the sides of her feet, it hurts. 

While some students could simply put on other
shoes, or buy flip-flops that might fit better, Melo-
dy doesn’t necessarily have that option.

Melody, 6, lives with her mother, Carolyn Reit-
zer, and three siblings — Chance, 5, Destiny, 2, and
Nathan, 8 months — at Simonka Place, a shelter
that serves homeless women and children in Keiz-
er.

Uncomfortable shoes are only one of the many
problems that accompany homelessness, but for
students such as Melody, the challenges can be
daunting.

Homelessness can lead to measurable conse-
quences, such as increased dropout rates, as well
as things more difficult to grasp, such as feelings
of abandonment, discomfort or shame.

More than 20,500 students in Oregon were ex-
periencing homelessness in the 2014-15 school
year, an 8 percent increase from the year before,
according to the Oregon Department of Educa-
tion.

The majority of the increase was in the number
of students identified as “unsheltered,” meaning
they live in vehicles, tents or other forms of sub-
standard housing.

About 970 homeless students are in the Salem-
Keizer School District.

Without basic necessities such as shelter and
food, these students and families have to navigate
a different world than those who do. 

Melody Reitzer, 6, looks over her homework as her
brother Nathan, 8 months, plays at her stepfather's
home in Salem on Wednesday. Melody, her mom
and three siblings live at the Simonka Place
women's and children's shelter in Keizer. 
ANNA REED / STATESMAN JOURNAL

NO HOME FOR
HOMEWORK

Salem-Keizer has 971 homeless students
NATALIE PATE
STATESMAN JOURNAL

See HOMELESS, Page 8A

HOMELESS STUDENTS
Homeless students make up a larger percentage
of the student body in some districts than
others. Here are the numbers of homeless
students in each district during the 2014-15
school year, along with the percentage of the
district’s total population that homeless
students account for. 
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As Oregon’s May 17 primary elec-
tion approaches, top Republican gov-
ernor candidates are employing dif-
ferent campaign finance strategies.

But the campaigns are getting off
the ground with a stutter-step.

It’s likely Oregon’s conservative
electorate need some introductions to
candidates Bud Pierce and Allen Al-
ley, said Jim Moore, professor and di-
rector of the Tom McCall Center for
Policy Innovation at Pacific Univer-
sity. 

Ballots will be mailed to voters
April 27. But it’s only now that Pierce
and Alley are pushing hard to reach
voters, Moore said, adding that past
primaries felt more urgent.

To reach voters, Alley and Pierce
need campaign money to buy mass
media advertising. They’re getting
funds in two different ways.

Pierce, a Salem oncologist, is
spending his own money on the race,
framing his self-funded campaign as
independent of special interests. He’s
spent more than $1 million so far.

By contrast, Alley, a Hillsboro
businessman, is collecting contribu-
tions from traditional sources:
wealthy donors.

Moore said Pierce’s self-funded
campaign shows his outsider status
with Oregon’s conservative donor
base. 

Alley’s ability to raise money sug-
gests donors are betting on him to win
the primary, Moore said.

Alley’s is a familiar name to Ore-
gon’s conservative donors.

Alley ran unsuccessfully for trea-
surer and governor and worked for a
year in the office of Gov. Ted Kulon-
goski, a Democrat. (Voter pamphlets
for the upcoming primary just say Al-
ley worked in the governor’s office,
foregoing mention of Kulongoski or
the Democratic Party.)

Pierce has not sought public office
before running for governor. 

The candidates’ rhetoric on fund-
raising also reflects political narra-
tives sweeping the nation.

By touting his financial independ-
ence, Pierce touches on the populist
wave that’s captivated conservatives
nationwide, Moore said.

Being an outsider is now in.
Moore said Pierce’s statements

hearken back to the approaches of
one-time presidential candidate Ross
Perot and West Virginia Sen. Jay
Rockefeller. They both self-financed
their campaigns and were vocal about
it.

Self-financing wasn’t always en
vogue.

“It used to be that if you were rich 

GUBERNATORIAL CAMPAIGN

Funding differs
for 2 candidates
GORDON FRIEDMAN
STATESMAN JOURNAL

Allen Alley Bud Pierce

‘‘It shows that you’re
also not getting strong

support from the normal
Republican sources.”
JIM MOORE
Professor, director of the Tom McCall Center
for Policy Innovation at Pacific University

See CANDIDATES, Page 5A

Pierce,
Alley try
to kick
into gear

LIQUOR

IS COSTCO IN LINE?
A quiet state trial aims to put liquor along with
groceries in Wilsonville. Find out more:
Page 4A

SPORTS

H.S. CHAMP
Regis teen, No. 1 high jumper in Oregon, wins
at Meet of Champions. Get the highlights:
Page 1C

FARMING

A PLANT FOR YOU
Oregon Ag Fest brings those with green
thumbs out to play. How to go:
Page 1D


